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In creative engineering a misdirected imagination,
of course, can lead one hopelessly astray.   The early
period, after the actual beginning of flying, was a time
when a multitude of inventors and fanatics attempted
to enter the field, often without any qualifications for
success.   The greatest failures and bitterest disappoint-
ments came from over-confidence and an uncontrolled
imagination which the unfortunate inventor mistook
for intuition.    As a result, the inventor would dis-
regard the study of former art, would not even try to
verify his ideas and conclusions.   In such cases there
was invariable failure, and sometimes real tragedies.
I was visited once in 1911 by a serious, middle-
aged lawyer.    He suggested that I drop all my aero-
planes, which were already flying reasonably well, and
then offered me a part in his own invention, which he
assured me was far more efficient than any aeroplane
then in existence.   After closing the doors, and satis-
fying himself that no one was looking or listening
through the keyholes, he produced a model of the in-
vention.   It was a sort of round metal box, with par-
titions inside.   He was apparently surprised when I
did not understand at once how it would work and
that I did not show any enthusiasm.
"Couldn't you understand the value and impor-
tance of this great invention which is designed to sur-
pass and eliminate all known types of aircraft? "
I said, " No/'
He continued, " The centrifugal acceleration can
produce enormous forces. You know that a fly-wheel
can be torn to pieces by this immense power. Do you
know that a centrifugal pump can produce most any
amount of pressure desired? Now if you will rotate